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(In him that was of late an Heretike) 

As fume as faith. 

Page, ’ Tis well,Ms well, no more: 

Be not as extreme in iubmtffion,&s in offence, 

But let our plot go forward: Lecourwiucs 
Yet once againe (to make vs publike (port) 

Appoint a meeting with this old fat-fellow. 

Where we may take him, and difgrace him for it. 

Ford . There is no better way then that they fpoke of. 

Page. How:* to fend him word they'll meetc him in 
the Parke at midnight ? Fic,fie,he'll neuer come. 

£#. You fay he has bin throwneinthe Riuers : and 
has bin greeuoufly peaten, as an old o’man: me-thinkes 
there fhould be terrors in him, that he fhould not come: 
Me-thinkes his fiefh is puni(h*d, heefhall haue no dc- 
fires. 

Page. So thinke I too. 

711.Ford* Deuife but how you’l vfe him whe he comes, 
And let vs two deuife to bring him thether. 

Aftf.Page. There is an old tale goes, that Herne the 
Hunter (fomccimc a keeper heere in Wmdfor Forrcft) 
Doth all the winter time, at ftill midnight 
Walke round about an Oakc,with great rag’d-horncs. 
And there he blafts the tree, and takes the cattle. 

And make milch-kinc yeeldblood,and {hakes a chaine 
In a mod hideous and dreadfull manner. 

You haue heard of fuch a Spirit,and well you know 
The fuperftitious idle-headed-Eld 
Rcceiu’d, and did dcliuer to our age 
This tale of Heme the Hunter, for a truth. 

Page. Why yet there want not many that do fcare 
In deepe of ni ght to walke by this Hemes Oake: 

But what of this? 

Afift.Ford . Marry this is our deuife. 

That Falftajfe at that Oakefhall meetewithvs. 

Page . Well, let it not be doubted but he’ll come. 
And in this fhape,when you haue brought him thether, 
What fhall be done with him? What is your plot? 

Mift.VafX hat likewife haue wc thoght vpon:& thus: 
Nate Page (my daughter)and my little fonne. 

And three or foure more oftheir growth,wee*l dreffe 
Like Vrchins,Ouphes,and Fairies, grccneand white, 
With rounds of waxen Tapers on their heads, 

And rattles in their hands; vpon a fodaine, 

As Falftajfe , fhe, and I, are newly met. 

Let them from forth a faw-pit rufh at once 
With fome diffufed long : Vpon their fight 
Wctwo, in great amazednefie will flye: 

Then let them 3II encircle him about, 

And Fairy-likc to pinch the vncleanc Knight 5 
And aske him why that houre of Fairy Reuell, 

In their fo facred pathes, he dares to tread 
Infliapeprophane. 

Ford . And till he tell the truth, 

Let the fuppofed Fairies pinch him, found. 

And burne him with their Tapers, 

Mift.Page. The truth being knowne. 

We’ll all prefent our felues; dif-horne the fpirit, 

And mocke him home to Windfor. 

Ford. The children muft 
Be pra&is’d well to this, or they’d neu’r doo’t* 

Em. I will teach the children their bchauiours: and I 
will be like a Iackc-an-Apcs allb, to burne the Knight 
with my Taber. 

Ford. That will be excellent, 
lie go buy them vizards. 


Ttfift.Page. My Nan fhall be the Quecne of* 
Fairies,finely attired in a robe of white. 

age. That filke will I go buy, and in that time 
Shall M .Slender fteale my Nan away. 

And marry her at Eaton : go, fend to Falfiajfe ftraio^ 
Ford .. Nay, lie to him againe in name of Broome 
Hee’l tell me all his purpofe: fure hce’l come, 

Mtft.Page. Fcare not you that: Go get vs proper^ 
And tricking for our Fayries. S 

Evans. Let vs about it, 

It is admirable pleafurcs, and ferry honeft knaueriec 

MifP4ge.GoM.fl.F0rd, 

Send quickly to Sir Iohn y to know his minde: 
lie to the Doctor, he hath my good will. 

And none but he to marry with Nan Page: 

That Slender (though well landed) is an Idcot: 

And he, my husband beft of all afFe£s: 

The Doctor is well monied, and his friends 
Potent at Court: he, none but he fhall haue her. 
Though twenty thoufand worthier come to craueher, 


Scena Quinta . 


Enter Hoft, Simple , Falfiajfe, Bardelfe, Emns, 
Cattu, Quickly. 

Hoft. What wouldft thou haue?(Boore > ) what? (chick 
skin) fpcake, breathe, difeuffe: breefe, (horc, quicke, 
fnap. 

Simp. Marry Sir, I come tofpeake with Sir 
ft offe from M, Slender . 

Hoft. There’s his Chamber, hisHoufe, his Cafile, 
his ftanding-bed and truckle-bed : Ms painted about 
with theftory of the Prodigall, frefh and new:go, knock 
and call: heel fpeakc like an Anthropophaginian ynto 
thee: Knocke I fay. 

Simp. There’s an olde woman, a fat woman gone vp 
into his chamber: lie be fo bold as ftay Sir till fhe come 
downe: I come to fpeake with her indeed. 

Hoft. Ha? A fat woman? The Knight may be robb’d: 
lie call. Bully-Knight, Bully Sir John: fpeakc fromthy 
Lungs Military: Art thou there? It is thine Hoft, thine 
Ephefian cals. 

Pal. How now,mine Hoft ? 

Hoft. Here’s a Bohemian-Tartar taries thecomming 
downe of thy fat-woman: Let her dcfcend( Bully) let 
her defeend: my Chambers are honourable : Fic, priua- 
cy ?Fie. 

Fal. There was (mine Hoft) an old-fat-woman cuen 
now with me, but fhe’s gone. 

Simp. Pray you Sir, was’t not the Wife-woman of 
Brain ford ? 

Fal. I marry wasit(Mu{fel-fhell) what would you 
with her ? 

Simp . My Mafter (Sir) my nutter Slenderfenttoha 
feeing her go thorough the ftreet3, to know (Sir ) whe¬ 
ther one Ntm (Sir) that beguil’d him of a chaine, had the 
chaine, or no. 

Fal. I fpake with the old woman about it* 

Sim. And what fayes (he, I pray Sir ? 

Fal . Marry (hee fayes, t x hat the very fame man that 

beguil’d Mafter Slender of his Chaine,cozon’d him ofit. 

Smp. I would I could haue fpoken with the Woman 
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her felfc, I had other things to haue fpoken with her 
too, from him. 

T al. What are they ? let vs know. 

Hofi. I: come: quicke. 

Fa!. I may not conceale them (Sir.) 

Hofl. Conceale them, or thou di’ft. 

Sim. Why fir, they were nothing but about Miftm 

Ame Page, to know ifit were my Matters fortune to 

haue her,or no. 

Fal. Tis/cis his fortune. 

Sim. What Sir? % . 

Fal. To haue her, or no: goe; fay the woman told 

me fo. 

Sm. May I be bold to fay foSir ? 

pal. I Sir Hike who more bold. 

Sim. I thankc your worftiip: I (hall make my Mafter 
glad with thefe tydings. 

& Hoft. Thou are clearkly: thou art dearkl/(Sir Iohn) 
was there a wife woman with thee ? 

fal. I that there wasf mine Hoft)o ne that hath taught 
me more wit, then euer I lcarn’d before in my life: and 
I paid nothing for it neither, but was paid formylear¬ 
ning. 

Bar. Out alas (Sir) cozonage: meere cozonage. 

Hoft. Where be my horfes? fpeake well of them var- 
iletto. 

Bar. Run away with the cozeners: for fo foone as 
I came beyond Eaton , they threw me off, from behinde 
: one of them, in a (lough of myre; and fet fpurres, and 
’away; like three Germane- diuels; three TDottor Fan- 
ftafes. 

Hoft. They are gone but to meete the Duke (villaine) 
doe not fay they be fled: Germanes are noneft men* 

£uan. Where is mine HoJ 7 ? 

Hoft. What is the matter Sir? 

Euan. Haue a care of your entertainments: there is a 
friend of mine come to Townc, telsmee there is three 
Cozcn-Iermans,that has cozend all the Hofts of Beadins, 
of Maidenhead; of Cole-brooke, of horfes and money : I 
tell you for good will (looke you) you are wife, and full 
of gibes, and vlouting-ftocks: and ’tis not conuenient 
you Ibould be cozoned. Fare you well, 

Cai. Ver’is mine Hoftdc Iartetre ? 

Hoft . Here(MaftcrX><7ff<?r)inperplcxitie,and doubt- 
full delemma. 

Cai . I cannot tell vac is dat: but it is tell-a-me, dae 
you make grand preparation for a Duke de Iamanie: by 
my trot: der is no Duke that the Court is know, 
come: I tell you for good will: adieu. 

Hoft. Huy and cry, (villaine) goc: affift me Knight.I 
am vndonc: fly, run: huy, and cry (villaine) I am vn- 
done. 

Fal. I would all the world might be cozond, for I 
hauebeenc cozond and beaten too: ifit fhould come 
to the care of the Court,how I haue bcene transformed; 
and how my transformation bath becne wafhd, and 
cudgeld, they would melt meeoutof my fat drop by 
drop, and liquor Fifhermens-boots with me: I warrant 
they would whip me with their fine wits, till I were as 
creft-falneas adride-pcare: I neuer profper’d, fince I 
forfworemy felfe at Primero: well, if my winde were 
but long enough; I would repent: Now? Whence come 
you? 

'£&• From the two parties forfooth. 

Fal. TheDiuell take one partie, and his Dam the 
other: and fo they (hall be both beftowed; Fhauefuf- 


S7 i 

_ I 

Ter a more for their lakes; more then the villanous in- 
c onftancy ofi--ans difpofi tion is able to beare. 

Qui. And haue not they fuffer’d? Ycs,I warrantee, 
cioufly one of them; Mittris iW(good heart):s beaten 
blacke and blew, that you cannot lee a white fpot about 
her. 

Fal. Whartell’ftthoumeeof blacke, and blew? I 
W 3 s beaten my felfe into all the colours of the Raine- 
bow: and I was like to be apprehended for the Witch 
of Hraineford, but that my admirable dexteritie of wit, 
my counterfeiting the a&ion of an old woman deliuer'd 
me,the knaueConttable had fet me ith’Stock$,ith’ com¬ 
mon Stocks, for a Witch. 

Sir: let me fpeake with you in your Chamber, 
you {hall heare how things goe,and (I warrant) to your 
content: here is a Letter will fay fomewhat: (good- 
hearts) what a-doe here is to bring you together ? Sure 
one of you do’s not feme heauen well, that you are fo 
croff’d. 

Fat. Come vp into my Chamber. Exeunt. 


Seem Sexta. 


Enter Fenton, Hofi. 

Hofi. Mafter Fenton, talke not to mee, my minde is 
hcauy : 1 will giue ouer all. 

Fen. Yet heare me fpeake: affift me in my purpofe 
And (as I am a gentleman) ilc giue thee ' 

A hun dred pound in gold, more then your Ioffe. 

Hofi. I will heare you( Mafter Fenton ) and I will (at 
the leaft)kcepeyour counfell. v 

Fen. From time to time,I haue acquainted you 
With the deare lone I beare to faire Anne Page, 
Who,mutual!y, hath anfwer’d my affection, * 
(Sofarreforth, as her felfe might be her choofer) 

Euen to my wifh; I haue a letter from her 
Of fuch contents, as you will wonder at; 

The mirth whereof, fo larded with my matters 
That neither (fingly) can be manifefted 
Without the fhew ofboth :fac Falfiajfe 
Hath a great Scene; the image of the ieft 
lie fhovv you here at large (harke good mine Hofi:) 

To night at Hernes-Oke,\\i[{ 'twixt twelueand one, 

Muft my fweetiVrf* prefent the Faerie-gueene x 
The purpofe why,is here ; in which difguife - 
While other lefts arefomething rankeon foote. 

Her father hath commanded her to flip 
Away with Slender, and with him,at Eaton 
Immediately to Marry: She hath confcnted: Now Sir, 
Her Mother,(euen ftrong againft that match 
And firme for Do<ftor Cains ) hath appointed 
That he fhall likewife fliuffle her away. 

While other fports are tasking of their mindes, 

And at the Deanry, where a Priefi at tends 
Strait marry her : to this her Mothers plot 
She feemingly obedient) likewife hath . 

Made promife to the DoUor : Now,thus it refts. 

Her Father meanes fhe (hall be all in white; 

And in that habit,when Slender fees his time 
To take her by the hand,and bid her goe, 

She dial! goe with him: her Mother hath intended 
(The better to deuote her tothe Dottor-, 

Forthey muft all bemaslfd,and vizatded) 

That 















































































